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Robert H. MacArthur Award: Anurag A. Agrawal

The MacArthur Award, 
presented in alternate years, recog-
nizes the contributions of an out-
standing ecologist in mid-career. 
Anurag Agrawal of Cornell Univer-
sity has shown consistent leadership 
in opening up new research themes 
in ecology and continues to push the 
envelope with novel approaches to 
science, teaching, and community 
building. Like Robert H. MacArthur, 
Dr. Agrawal synthesizes conceptual 
themes within the field, drawing 
together topics as far-ranging as the 
causes and consequences of vari-
ation in plant biodiversity, chemi-
cal ecology and coevolution, trait- 
vs. density-mediated interactions, 
and the interdisciplinary pursuit of 
environmental sustainability. His 
research has impact outside of ecol-
ogy. His early work on phenotypic 
plasticity is widely cited in the fields 
of neurobiology, systems science, 
molecular biology, and beyond. He 
seamlessly applies his amazing natu-
ral history and empirical understand-
ing of his study systems to develop 
new and exciting concepts in general 
ecological theory, grounded in the 
real world.
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